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20 January – 18 March 2010 
Daiwa Foundation Japan House  
Monday - Friday 9.30am - 5.00pm,  Admission Free 
Except Bank Holidays      
 
 
Talk: ‘Printmaking: A Contemporary  
Perspective’  - Booking is essential 

17 February, 4.00pm – 6.00pm 
Talk and book launch by Professor Paul Coldwell, Chelsea 
College of Art and Design 
 
Demonstration - Booking essential 

10 March, 4:00 – 6:00pm  

Nana Shiomi will demonstrate woodcut print with water-based ink 
and hand printing by contemporary Baren. 
 

Talk: ‘Prints Now’  - Booking essential 

10 March, 6:00-7:00pm, followed by a drinks reception  
Gill Saunders, Senior Curator (Prints) of the Victoria & Albert 
Museum, will discuss recent developments in printmaking with 
Nana Shiomi and will talk about her book, Prints Now. 
.  
 
 
 
The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation is pleased to announce a solo exhibition by Nana Shiomi to 
coincide with the publication of her catalogue, "Looking into the Mirror Pond ".  Nana Shiomi came to 
London in 1989 to study at the Royal College of Art after having practised printmaking in Japan.  After 
re-examining Western culture in the early 1990s she has moved on to a consideration of her own 
Japanese culture.   
 
“Nana Shiomi is an extraordinary artist who studied with us and subsequently has gone on to a strong 
career exhibiting her own work.  She exemplifies the interchange of influences between East and West 
that the RCA has been proud to nurture. From my first encounter with her, I have noticed a ‘certainty’ in 
her work.  Her vision has a clarity that the precision of printmaking draws out and yet there remains an 
enigmatic and intriguing space that defies complete analysis.  Her work is delightful and yet disturbing.”  

 
- Chris Orr RA, Professor Emeritus, Royal College of Art - 

 
 
Shiomi states; “I am neither a painter nor a sculptor, but a printmaker.� For me this is essential. Every 
profession bestows on its practitioners a way of looking at things, an outlook on life.  I believe that all I 
know about the mysteries of life, I have learnt through my plates and prints.  I developed an interest in 
contemporary art in a seminar on Marcel Duchamp at Tama Art University, Tokyo. The concepts of 
Duchamp’s work such as- “art can be multiple”, “art can be ready-made”, “art and language” and “art as 
performance”, seemed to me the very essence of contemporary art. And at the age of 20, I took to 
“hanga” (prints). 
 
A prerequisite of prints is the fact that plate and print are always opposite configurations. I soon 
encountered dualistic principles everywhere, such as- “right and left”, “top and bottom”, “East and West”, 
“man and woman”, etc. It is no mere coincidence that most of my work is composed of two opposing 
sides, right and left since then.  I also instinctively chose to work in water-based woodcuts. The fact that 
I have chosen the traditional woodcut technique- using the Baren to spread the water-based ink and let 
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it soak into the Japanese paper - as the intended method of my communication was an integral element 
in order to determine my style.   
 
"Looking into the Mirror Pond " is an exhibition title, but at the same time, it symbolizes my whole life.” 
 

   - Nana Shiomi 
 

Notes for Editors  
 

·  The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation  is a UK charity supporting links between Britain and 
Japan. It carries out its work through three main activities: awarding scholarships; giving grants 
to individuals and institutional partners to encourage UK-Japan collaboration; and organising a 
series of seminars, book launches and exhibitions at the Foundation’s headquarters in central 
London.  The Foundation has provided substantial support for the arts in both countries since its 
inception, supporting exhibitions, artist-in-residence schemes, tours, education programmes and 
the Daiwa Foundation Art Prize.   www.dajf.org.uk. 

 
·  Nana Shiomi  was born in Japan, and studied at the Tama Art University (BA, MA) and the 

Royal College of Art.  She has been living and working in London since 1989. Shiomi makes 
contemporary woodcut prints, often using traditional Japanese icons. Her printing technique is 
based on the traditional Japanese way of printing, but with new materials and tools. Recently, 
her works have been well received at: the "-Matrix: An Unstable Reality-", the 28th Biennial of 
Graphic Arts Ljubljana, SLOVENIA; Northern Print Biennale, Newcastle; Summer Exhibition at 
the Royal Academy, London; and "Daughters of Sun Goddess -Japanese Femininity-" at the 
National Museum in Helsinki, FINLAND.  Her "Basic Room - Zan Getsu -" was short listed for 
the "Insight - Image of the Year Award -" at the RA Summer Exhibition in 2006. 

 
·  Booking information: exhibition-related events are free but booking is essential. Please book a 

place through www.dajf.org.uk/booking   
 

 

 

Press Information 

For further press information or images please cont act: 
Shihoko Ogawa, email: exhibitions@dajf.org.uk 


